
   		


[image: ]










[bookmark: _Hlk51255980]


Plagiarism Policy 



              





Contents
 
1. Policy statement							
2. Definition of Plagiarism						
3. Expectations and Responsibilities					
4. Signs of Plagiarism						
5. Consequences of Plagiarism	 				 
6. Prevention and Education					
7. Reporting of Plagiarism	
8. Review and Update 
						













1. Policy Statement:
At A1 Education and Training Ltd, we uphold the highest standards of academic integrity and honesty. Plagiarism, in any form, is strictly prohibited, and we are committed to fostering an environment that promotes original thought, creativity, and ethical conduct. This Plagiarism Policy outlines our expectations regarding the submission of authentic work and the consequences for any violation of these expectations.

2. Definition of Plagiarism:
Plagiarism refers to the act of presenting someone else's work, ideas, or intellectual property as one's own without proper acknowledgment or permission. This includes, but is not limited to:

1. Copying and pasting text from any source without proper citation.
2. Submitting someone else's work, either in part or in whole, as one's own.
3. Failing to give appropriate credit for quotes, ideas, or information obtained from external sources.
4. Paraphrasing without proper citation.
5. Using unauthorized external assistance such as Artificial Intelligence, in completing assignments, exams, or projects.

3. Expectations and Responsibilities:
1. Original Work: All work submitted by students must be their own original creation unless proper citation is provided.
2. Proper Citation: Any external sources used in academic work must be appropriately referenced
3. Collaboration: Collaboration is encouraged, but it must be done within the parameters set by the tutor. 

4. Signs of Plagiarism:
Signs of plagiarism and the use of AI include unusual or inconsistent phrasings, noticeable change in style, tone or vocabulary, outdated information, changes in font within the work.

Plagiarism and AI checks will show either a percentage that has been copied, or a percentage that is similar. These are both to be treated the same for this policy.

To check handwritten work for plagiarism and the use of AI, the Tutor will use Speech to text and then upload into the plagiarism & AI checkers.

We recognise that some plagiarism may be suggested when learners are writing about legislation, theories & models or types of abuse and therefore this will not be checked, but, if there are any concerns, we can ask the learner some oral questions to confirm their knowledge.

Tutors will need to use their discretion and common sense as if an entire question has been found to be plagiarised, but the overall percentage is under 10, they do need to refer the work. Similarly, if there is over 10% plagiarism but it is evident that the learner has also provided sufficient work in their own words, the work does not need to be referred, but learners do need to be reminded about the need to cite their sources, in this case. If work is being referred due to plagiarism or the use of AI, a copy of the report must be included with the learner’s feedback.

If whilst undertaking DVR the learner appears to be reading their answers (they may have preprepared them) the Tutor is to gain specific examples of the learner’s own work to enhance their evidence.

5. Consequences of Plagiarism:
Violation of our plagiarism policy is a serious offense that may result in disciplinary actions. Tutors will check 3-4 pieces of work per learner for plagiarism and the use of AI. First assignments will also be checked for Artificial Intelligence and will continue further checks if we have further concerns. 
Consequences may include, but are not limited to:
1. Tutor Warning: Plagiarism under 10% will be dealt with at tutors’ discretion (it may be that the work is acceptable as it is), a warning indicating the violation and potential consequences.
2. Academic Warning: Plagiarism over 10% will be referred. The report will be included within the referral. Upon referral, the learner will be given the option to redo the assignment or to undertake DVR and reminded if plagiarism is found again, they will be withdrawn. 
Whilst undertaking DVR and further concerns are raised, a check will be carried out using speech to text and upload to the plagiarism checker: https://plagiarismdetector.net/ or Free Plagiarism Checker Online for Students - PapersOwl
3. Academic Dismissal: Repeated violations and further plagiarism detected, cases will lead to dismissal from the course.
In addition to this, it is acknowledged that the use of AI can be used to support quality in Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation and therefore we will accept up to 65% of the learners work, providing they are able to also answer verbal questions to prove their knowledge and understanding.

6. Prevention and Education:
We are committed to preventing plagiarism through education and awareness. Students are encouraged to seek guidance on proper citation and academic writing techniques. Educational resources on avoiding plagiarism will be made available to support students in maintaining academic integrity.

7. Reporting Plagiarism:
If plagiarism is suspected or identified, tutors and staff are required to report the incident to the appropriate academic authorities. Investigations will be conducted following established procedures.

8. Review and Updates:
This Plagiarism Policy is subject to periodic review and updates. Any changes will be communicated to students, faculty, and staff in a timely manner.
By enrolling with A1 Education and Training Ltd, students acknowledge their understanding of and commitment to adhering to this Plagiarism Policy.
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